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. S the chief Defign of this Paper is to be aGeneral Ma- 


gazine or Treafury of Prous History, collected 
from authentick Books, Pamphlets, Papers and Let- 
ters both in Print and Manu/cript, as they come to our No- 
tice ; it cannot be expected, we fhould goon in fo exgétan 
Order as if we had them all in out Eye at the Entrance of our 
Undertaking. But when we find we have emitted any Rernr- 
fable, we believe we fhall oblige our pious Readers, and -en- 
der our Colle€tion more compleat, if we look back a little 
and recover what we had unhappily pafs'd over. And this 
fhall be therefore the Bufinefs of the prefent Number: EF ipe- 
cially fince the following remarkable In/lance of the Revival of 
Religion at WinpHAM in Conneéticut-Colony in the Year 
1721, which we had over-looked, and which we are obliged 
to the Rev. Mr. Foxcroft for putting us in Mind of ,will more 
pees come in Here than after and fhou'd have been placed 
efore the Earthquake, which was in 1927.And herein we may 
fee a remarkable Inflance of the fame Nature with that E ffujion 
of the Hoty Spirit at Nor THAMPTON and other Places 
about 14 Years aftet : tho’ this at Win pH A™ has not been 
fo much known in this Part of the Land, and ther fince at 
Nor THAMPTON feems to have been in a greater Meafure. 
The Account is contained in a Parr ace to aSermen of the 
Rev. Mr. Adams of New-Lerdon. The Title-Page is Thus 
5 + © A Sermon preached at Winpnam, July 12.1721. 
* On a Day of Thant/giving for the late remarkable Succefs 
_ © of the Gofpel among them. 
' And the Prerace is eee 
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‘ in feems to be fomething neceffary that fome Account, 

* 4 fhould be given of theOccafion of the enfuingDifcourfe, 
and it may ( through the Bleffing of Gop ) be ufeful unto 
many ,when they.fhal} hear/of the Grace of God untoothers, 
and how he hath been mercifully pleafed to wifit bis People. 
© Windham isa Town of about fome thirty Years ftanding, 
where the Rev. Mr. Samuel Whiting hath been improved in 
the Work of the Miniftry, even from their Beginning. 

* Gop hath been pleafed to make hima very rich Bleffing 
among them, and doubtlefs many will have Reafon to blefs 
God for ever in that theirLot hath been caft to dwell under 
hisMiniftry. Not only hath he feen the Town flourifhing to 
that Degree in this fhort fpace of Time, as that two other 
Societies are already fprung out therefrom, but he hath had 
the Comfort to obferve that many living and ferious Chrif- 
tians have been born there, and that his Labour hath ‘not been 
in vain in the Lord. ; 

* But of late there has been a greater Stirring than ordi- 
nary among the dry Bones, many have been awakened to 
confider and enquire witha great deal of Earneftnefs, hat 
they foousd do to be faved? Perfons of aif Ages and fome of 
whom there was but little Expectation, have come together 
weeping to feck the Lord their God, fo that within the com- 
pafs of about half a year, there have been Four/core Perfons 
joined to their Communion, and more are ftill dropping in ; 
So mightily doth the Ward of God grow and prevail among 
them, and let us charitably hope that the Lord hath been 
adding to bis Church, [uch as foall be faved. 
¢ Could their Rev. Paftor have been prevailed upon fo far 
to have gratified the Publick, we might have been more 
curioufly entertained with the Knowledge of many Parti- 
culars, which ought not to be forgotten, while the Holy 
Spirit, like the Wind that bloweth where it liffeth, hath been 
dividing to every one feverally as it will, in this Day of their 
Vifitation; But at prefent we muft be content with this 
fhort and imperfeé& Account. 

‘ In the mean time it is furprifing to fee what an happy 
Alteration there is made when God is pleafed to blefs the 
Difpenfation of the Gofpel, and the Inftitutions of hisHoufe, 
and confirm his Word in the Mouths of his Servants. Now 
the Lyes of he blind are opened, the Ears of the Deaf un/tcp- 

© ped 


- = al 


ry afr eaennnhae @ eo 4 @ © ® 8B BA 


en on ee. a ee! 


aa fF & 





ah Dee 


oe . 
wea renaanaet B® Raw 









ono ewnenwn gqaehieRmaeA Fra 





nt, 
fe, 
nto 
Sy 
ple. 
ng, 
din 


ing 
lefs 
der 
r to 
her 
rad 
rif- 


een 


7a 
113 


5 

ig 

tJ 
£; 









~arneaanr BR aa, 


nar nwnanAaeKHa KR FR ewe HAR Aw 


a en ee ee ee. ee 2 


- 7 fA 


Revival of Religion at WinpDHAM, 1721. 131 


ped, the Dumb are taught to /peak, and they that were /pt- 
ritually dead are vatfed unto Life. 

‘ To behold obftinate Sinners that went on frowardly in the 
ways of their own Heart, yielding themfelves unto God, fuch 
as were carelefsand unconcerned about theirown Souls, now 
brought to the laft Difirefs and Concern about what they 
fhall do to Efeape from the Wrath that is to come, and fuch 
as were fond of their feveral vicious Courfes now quitting 
them with fhame and indignation, that they may endeavour 
for the future to lead their Lives, not according to the Lu/?s 
of Men, but the Will of God. Shall it not from thisTime be faid, 
What hath God wrought ? Surely it is the work of him that 
at firft commanded the Light to fhiné out of Darknefs and called 
the things that were not as though they were. 

* Now the Work grows pr and delightful in the Hand 
of the Lord’s Servants, their former Sighs occafioned by 
their unfuccefsful Endeavours are changed into Praifes, and 
they almoft forget their other Sorrows and Burdens that are 
upon them, for ‘foy that People are Born unto the Lord. 
Now they that have happily efcaped out of the Snare of the 
Fowler admire the wonders of Free Grace which remembred 
and wiftted them in their low Effate, they are brought forth 
into the Lightof Life, & having their Doubts andFears gra- 
dually difipated,they goon rejoicing for theCon/olation. Theis 
Fellow Chriftians who were in Chrift before them, receive 
them with open Arms,and manyThank{givings are offered 
up unto the Lord. Now things put on the fame Face of 
Gladnefs and Delight, as once they did at Samaria,, when 
CHRIST was preached with Succefs, Acts 8. 8. dnd there 
was great ‘foy in that City. 

© It was upon thisOccafion that aDay of Thank/ziving was 
appointed and obferved by that diftinguifhed People, when 
the following Difcourfe was delivered and is now by their 
prefling and repeated Inftances publifhed to the World : if 
it may be any way Serviceable to influence them to Stand 
fajt in theLord,or {tir up any to mind the Things that belong 
unto their Peace there will be the lefs Occafton to apologize 
for the Defects and Imperfections that may attend it. 

¢ Bur, Oh! that the fame good Spirit fromon High were 
poured out upon the re/? of the Country, for what pity is it 
that this fingle Fleece only fhould be wet with the Dew of 
Heaven, while the reft of the Ground round about remains, 
( comparatively ) dry. And may we not fay with the 
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Pfalmift, Jt is time for thee, Lord to Work, when Iniquity 
gets Head and ferious Religion is fo fadly decaying through- 
out the Land, infomuch that there is fcarce 3 fufficient 
number rifing up to make good the Ground of them that 
are dropping off the Stage continually ; efpecially when we 
confideralfo how much fhort they come of their goodSpirit, 
and we are almoft at a lofs to find Chriftians among Chrif- 
tians. It is true God jis calling loudly to us by variety of 
Providences,the Means of Grace are yet in our Hands,and the 
© Ordinances are among us, But where is the God of the Ordi- 
nances ? And where are all the wonders which our Fathers told 
us of, when the Arm of the Lord was powerfully Revealed, 
and People more generally belieued theReport of the Gofpel ; 
May the Lord pleafe to revive his own Work and help us 
to Remember, hold faft and Repent and do our firff Works, 
may his gpodSpirit be poured out more plentifully upon both 
Minifters and PReeple, that the one may preach more plainly, 
boldly, and with an uncommon Concern for the glory of God 
and the Good of Immortal Souls, and the cther may attend 
with more Earne/ine/s and Care to the things that are Jpoken, 
left at any time they let them flip ; and may that Good Spirit 
© of Piety and Devotion which fometimes through the Bleffing 
of God and the influence of his Grace begins to Aindle in 
this or that Place, fpread like a flame throughout the Land 
to purge away our Drofs, and raife up a Seed which fhall be 
accounted te the Lord for a Generation. 

© For this let every one that is godly pray unto him Day and 
Night, fince with him is the refidue of the Spirit, and he de- 
lights to be ftirred up by the Prayers of hjs People; Let us 
take with us Words and cry in the Language of the Prophet, 

Ifa. 51.9. Awake, Awake,put ou Strength,O Armof the Lord, 
awake as in the antient Days, in the Generations of Old. 

¢ Who can tell but that as be hath begun to pour out of His 
gead Spirit, fo he may pleafe to perfect the good Vork and caufa 
the goad Sauour of vis Knowledge to [pread far and wide ? 
Let us, as they that wifh well to the Caufe of ferious and 

prattical Religion,feeing theTimes are drqwing nearer, wait 
¢ upon the Lard, till he fhall appear for our help, bringing 
¢ Salvation, when all Difficulties fhal] be removed, the Moun- 
$ tains be levelled and made aPlain ; and whatfoever letteth, 
€ fhall be for ever taken away ; when he that hath /aid the 
Foundation 
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Foundation fhall bring forth the Headflone with Shouting, 


while the Standers by are prepared with joyfulAcclamati- 

ons to Cry, Grace Grace unto it, 

New-London Sept. E. Apams. 
12, 1721. 


{ In the Application of Mr. Adams’s Sermon he fays, p. 24.J 
's I would now take leave to Apply my felf more particu- 
Jarly to the People in this Place ; A good Work hath been 
of late wrought among you, Many have been Awakened, 
Convinced and (as we ought charitably to hope) ¢ffeétually 
brought home to God, the Neighbourhood hath rung of it and 
it hath been told for a Memorial of Divine Grace, good 
People every where have rejoiced upon the Hearing of it 
and glorified God in you, Satanhath been Alarmed and En- 
raged ( as we mav well think ) to fee fuchan Encroachment 
made upon his Kingdom, to behold fuch large Wafte and 
Spoil made of bis Goods : This is doubtlefs, the Finger of Ged, 
to him the Praife of it isintirely due, while the Inftruments 
ftand by, content roe with a fecondary Honour, and you 
have well done to fet apart this time for your Publick, 
thankful Acknowledgment of this and other Mercies. Suf- 
fer me therefore to apply my felf Particularly. 
‘ Firft, To them who have happily been wrought upon in this 
Day of Grace and pouring out of the Spirit. 
© Secondly, Yo them who have been paffed Over and fuffered 
to remain fill in their former Hardnefs and Security. 
‘ Thirdly, Toall the Godly and Chriftian People in this Place. 
{ Under this laft Head he fays, --- 
© 1. Be the more confirmed in your Way by all the greatThings 
which theLard hath been doing among you of late. I truft that 
you are already well reoted and e/fabli/hed in the Faith, fo 
that nothing will eafily move you from your Stedfafinefs : yet 
now thro’ theMercy of God you have an abundantConfir- 
mation of your Faith: You fee what great Virtue and 
Efficacy there is in the Chriftian Dodtrine, that it mutt 
needs be the Word of God feeing it produceth fuch great 
and good and marvellous Effects, You havea fenfible and 
convincing Proof before your Eyes that there is fomething 
in Religion, and have no further Need of Miracles to con- 
firm it. When you fee theDoétrine of Chrift triumphing 
semarkably over the Ignorance, the Miftakes, the Carelefs- 
“—_ nels, 
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nefs and the Wickednefs of Men, you haveReafon to draw 
up that Conclufion which fometimes Jacob did, Surely the 
Lord is in this Place. Surely, his Word is goed ; the Ways 
of the Lord are right, and the Fuff frall walk in them. Let 

nothing for the future fhake your Stedfadnefs, and be not 
at all moved by the Confidence of foolifh Men (if you 
fhould be affaulted by them) todivert you from thatChriftian 

Courfe wherein you have been educated, and take that 

Counfel, in 1 Pet. 1.13. Wherefore gird up the Loins of 
your Mind, be fober, and hepe to the End, for the Grace that 
is to be brought unto you at the Revelation of “Fefus Chrift. 

{ And thus he eager 

© Let us all give Thanks unto him whofe Mercy endureth 
¢ for ever, who hath ridden forth profperoufly upon the Word of 
¢ Truth and hath made fo many People willing in the Day of 
‘ bis Power. May he ftill go on to fubdue the People under him, 

§ thatthe Hearts of the Fathers may be bra’t down into the Chil- 
* dren, that we may ftill fee the good of his. Chofen, and Rejcycg 
. 
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with the gladne/s of his Inheritance. And, Oh ! that the Lord 

would arife and have Mercy upon Zion, that the time to favour 

it, the fet Time may come, that the whole Earth may be filled 
with the Knowledge of the Glory of the Lord, as the Waters 
cover the Sea. 

In fome Meafure agreeable to thefe pious Wifhes was that 
Revival of Religion in New-England about fix Years after 
upon the great and general Zarthquake in 1727 5 and much 
more furprizing that Revival in theCounty of Hamp/bire of the 
Maffachufetts Province and in diverfe Towns of Conneéticut 
Colony in the Years 1734,5 & 6, as we have mention’d from 
Mr. Edwards before. Butas Mr. Edwards has only given 
us thefe twoLines with refpect toOMANSFIELD in Conne(ficut 
Colony, via. * The fame Work has been very confiderable at 
* MANSFIELD, under the Minijiry of theRev.Mt.ELEAZER 
¢Witttams -’ And as this very piousMinifter is of late de- 
ceafed, it is to be fear’d we fhall have no other Account of 
the Revival of Religion There than what was publifh’d by the 
fame Rev. Mr. Adams of New-London in a ‘Preface to three 
Sermons of Mr. J¥illiams’s printed There in 17353 the Sudb- 

ance of which Preface is al‘o inferted in the Margin of the 
Rev. Mr. Foxcroft’s Sermon on Soul Health and ‘Profperity, 
printed at Bo/fon in 1742. We therefore judge it proper to 
put it in this Place of our Hiftory, with the Rev. Mr. Fox- 


croft’sINTRODUCTION, in the following Terms, p. 20. 
Let 
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« Letevery new Converfion we fee or hear of, open a frefh 
Spring of Joy inour Hearts, and fill our Mouths with Praife. 
As theNumber of Converts inZ ion, in this remarbable Day 


¢<of divine P. wer and Grace, is on the increafing Hand, and 
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muchPeople are daily added to the Lord in one Place and ano- 
ther, how fhou’d all that wou’d approve themfelves Lovers 
of Chrift and Souls rejoice and give Thanks! Prai/e ye the 
Lord: Praife the Lord, O my Soul.---Whatever Darknefs 
and Dificulty may hang about the Minds of any, let them 
take Example froin Acts. 11. 18. When they heard thefe 
Things, they held their Peace, and glorified Gov.--- O how 
fhou’d we magnify the Lord with Thankfgiving, who is fo 
marveloufly at thisDay vi/iting our Land, to take out of it a 
People for bis Name,ard in fo extenfive aManner reviving his 
Work among us! May it fpread {till more and more, till 
the whole Land, yea the whole Earth, is filled with the 
Glory of the Lord ! 

¢ This remarkableW ork has furprizing!y by various Means 
andinftruments been increas’d and extended, Qnce the Rev. 
Mr. ApaAms, Paftor of the firft Church at New-London, 
and a faithful Brother unto therr (as I fuppofe ) pubdlith’d 
his Thoughts upon it (Anno 1735) ina Preface to the Rev. 
Mr. E.Williams’sSermon on Prov. g. 4 5.——<—I beg Leave 
on this Occafion to repeat from him the following Lines. 


*¢ We have heard of the Grace of God in fome Parts of the 
Country ; how his goed Spirit hath been atWork in di- 
vers Towns, to awaken a Concern in many about what 
they fhall da to be faved , that thisConcern continues, that 
it fpreads, and that Perfons are flocking into the Churches, 
as Doves to their Windows : It muft be look’d upon as a 
Token for Good, and fhould produce Praifes to the Lorn, 
who is gracioufly viftting bis People. Only let them who 
are thus awakened, take Care that they do not reft ina 
deceitful Work ; and look well to their future Conver/a- 
tron ( efpecially fince fo many Eyes are upon them ) that 
it be altogether as becomes the Go/pel of Chriff — 
** It is not to be doubted, but that the great Enemy of Souls 
will endeavour to difgrace and throw an Odium upon this 
good Work. It is no new Thing for him to fow Tares in 
the Lorn’s Field among the good /Vheat, efpecially if the 
Servants fleep. 
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*¢ But fo long as this Concern is awakened by the reading 
** and hearing of the Word ; while it reforms the Life, and 
** cleanfeth the Way ; takes People off from their vain Con- 
** fidences, and brings them kindly over to Jefus Chrift ; 
** makes them ferious, watchful, prayerful and heavenly- 
** minded ; helps them to govern better their Thoughts, 
** Words and Aé@tions, their Appetites amd Inclinations, 
** Paffionsand Affections ; difpofeth them to be juft and righ- 
*€ teous, kind and charitable to all that are about them ; and 
“« finally, fills them with Love to God, his Truths, his Ways, 
** his Worthip and his People ; Now it hath fuch Marks of a 
** divine Work, that the more general it is, fo much the bet- 
** ter: and as it advanceth and fpreads thro’ the Country, 
** we fhould all cry, Grace, Grace unto it. 
| ** Some People at aDiftance hearing of this Concern and 
** Stirring, are quite at a Lo/s how to account for it; they 
** wonder what fhould be the Occafion, and nothing lefs than 
** fome Prophet or Angel fent from above, or fanse Rapitle- 
** tion of the World’s fudden coming to an End, feems to 
*¢ them fufficient to make it either fo great or fo extenfive. 
** Others mock and deride. 
*¢ But what is there after all fo very unaccountable in this 
if ** Matter? Or what is there fo very peculiar in their Cir- 
a ** cumftances, who are now, thro’ the Mercy of God, fo 
ia * very much concerned ? Ought not all unconvertedSinners 
*€ fadly to think of their loft and undone Condition without : 
*¢ an ool in Chrift, if they would aé reafonably? and | 
*€ will they not alfo be bro’t to it in the Day when the Lord 
ie ** thall open their Eyes ? Truly it is wonderful,tothink how = 
** they can reft Day and Night, while they have Reafon to 
| ** judge that they are yet in the Gail of Bitterne/s and Bond 
‘* of Iniquity. Then fhall thefe wondering People know 
*¢ the Meaning of this Difpenfation, when the Spirit of 
*¢ Grace and Supplication fhall drive them into their inner 
*+ Chambers, to unbofom themfelves before the Lord : And it 
** would be one of the beft Days of all their Lives, were they 
** bro’t into the likeCondition. ELipHALetADAms. 
New- Lomdom, Sept. 3. 1°34. 
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at twe Shillings newT enor per Quarter uncovered, and fx 
Pence more new Teror perQuarter cover’d, feal’d& dire@ted. 
exclufive of Poftace. Qf whom may be had all the Numbers 


from the Beginning. 
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